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Letter from Secretary-General

Distinguished Participants,

It is my immense pleasure and honour to cordially welcome you to the initial step, 
Antalya Anatolian High-School Model United Nations conference of 2017, of a long and 
hard process, on behalf of my own as well as in the name of all the other members of 
the Secretariat & General Assembly.

AALMUN’17 is eager to reach wide range of attendants from high schools which 
are deeply interested in international relations, politics and the United Nations itself while 
constituting a unique experience of debating and socializing at the same time.

Personally, would like to declare my desire to provide support for any project fall-
ing under the category of the progress of mankind. Alongside, the academic team em-
braces an understanding of content which concerns actual and urgent problems that the 
world faces currently, in order to create awareness of the facts touched upon over the 
youth to which it addresses.

Finally, I would like to briefly express my appreciation once and for all to each and 
every member of the Secretariat & General Assembly for their incredibly passionate 
work and extensive effort. Besides, I would like to state my enormous gratitude to the 
Director-General of the conference Ms. Kıvılcım Sahra Sezer for her humungous ambi-
tion to make this entirely wonderful idea come true. Without her contribution, it all would 
be nothing but a cordial dream.

For any further questions, feel free to contact me via weicadolai@gmail.com.

Best Regards,
Deniz Doğa Çalışır

mailto:weicadolai@gmail.com
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Letter from Under Secretary General

Dear participants,

It is a great pleasure to welcome you all to the AALMUN'17's High Commissioner 
for Refugees Committee. I am more than honoured for your attendance. 

I strongly believe that the committee will be the best amongst all in terms of the 
intensity of debate because of the controversy its concerns cause. Therefore, I encour-
age you all to step out of your comfort zone and be confident when it comes to sharing 
your ideas since our topics are expected to be contentious. Also keep in mind, never be 
afraid to make mistakes during sessions since there is nothing to lose, but much to 
learn. When you question yourself about how well you are doing and start to get ner-
vous, just ask yourself: ''What would Shia LaBeouf do if he was in my situation?'' the an-
swer would be obvious: JUST DO IT. 

I want to thank AALMUN'17 team for giving me this pleasant chance to be re-
sponsible of this wonderful committee, specifically my hardworking secretary-general 
Ms. Deniz Doğa Çalışır for her unbelievable efforts and to my lovely chair Ms. Canan 
İrem Uğur for supporting me in all kinds of difficulties.

Sincerely, 
Can Çataltepe
Under Secretary General Responsible for United Nations High Commissioner for 

Refugees Committee
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The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR)

The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, also known as UN 

Refugee Agency, is one of the programmes of United Nations and is in charge of pro-

tecting & supporting refugees at the request of a country or UN itself. The office of the 

United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) was created in 1950, during 

the aftermath of the Second World War, to help millions of Europeans who had fled or 

lost their homes. However, the organization was only intended to operate for 3 years 

due to the disagreement of many UN member states over the implications of a perma-

nent body. 

Soon after the signing of the 1951 Convention relating to the Status of Refugees; 

winner of the Nobel Peace Prize 1954, UNHCR, was tasked with dealing with Chinese 

refugees in Hong Kong and Algerian refugees who had fled to Morocco in the wake of 

Algeria's war for independence. During the 1960s, the decolonisation of Africa produced 

the first of that continent's numerous refugee crises. The committee also helped uproot-

ed people in Asia and Latin America over the following two decades. In 1981, it received 

a second Nobel Peace Prize for what had become worldwide assistance to refugees. 

The start of the 21st century has seen UNHCR help with major refugee crises in Africa, 

the Middle East and Asia. 

To achieve its goal, the UNHCR engaged in activities both in the countries of in-

terest and in countries with donors. For instance, the UNHCR hosts roundtables to dis-

cuss the problems refugees have and how to fix them. 

In 2016, UNHCR celebrated it's 66th anniversary. During its lifetime, it has helped 

well over 50 million refugees to restart their lives.
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The UNHCR, at AALMUN’17, consists of twenty-seven members of the United 

Nations including Arab Republic of Egypt, Canada, Commonwealth of Australia, Federa-

tive Republic of Brazil, Federative Republic of Germany, Federative Republic of Nigeria, 

French Republic, Islamic Republic of Afghanistan, Islamic Republic of Iran, Italian Re-

public, Jamaica, Japan, Kingdom of Belgium, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, Kingdom of 

Spain, Netherlands, People’s Republic of China, Republic of Finland, Republic of India, 

Republic of Turkey, Russian Federation, State of Israel, Swiss Confederation, Syrian 

Arab Republic, United Kingdom, United Mexican States and United States of America, 

each of which has one vote. Likewise, none of which holds the right to veto. 
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Topic A: Inequality, Immigration and Refugee Protection

Glossary

Refugee: Someone who has been forced to flee his or her country because of 

persecution, war, or violence. 

Internally Displaced Person (IDP): A person who has been forced to flee his or 

her home for the same reason as a refugee, but remains in his or her own country and 

has not crossed an international border. 

Stateless person: Someone who is not a citizen of any country. A person can be-

come stateless due to a variety of reasons, including sovereign, legal, technical or ad-

ministrative decisions or oversights. 

Asylum seeker: Someone who is looking to be accepted by a particular state. 

When people flee their own country and seek sanctuary in another country, they apply 

for asylum – the right to be recognized as a refugee and receive legal protection and 

material assistance.

Introduction 

Refugee crisis refers to movements of people who have been forced to leave 

their country because of life threatening factors such as persecution, war, and violence. 

It can also refer to issues that occur while displaced people are moving, this people can 

be refugees, asylum seekers or stateless as well. A refugee has a well-founded fear of 

persecution for reasons of race, religion, nationality, political opinion or membership in a 

certain social group. Most likely, they can't return home or are afraid to do so. War and 

ethnic, tribal and religious violence are leading causes of refugees fleeing their coun-

tries. 
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More than 65 million people around the world are now officially displaced from 

their homes – the highest figure recorded by the United Nations since the World War II. 

3,2 million of them being asylum seekers, 21,3 million of them being refugees and 40,8 

million of them being displaced in their own country. Forced displacement has doubled in 

less than 20 years. Sadly, 1 in every 113 people on earth is an asylum-seeker, internally 

displaced or a refugee. And also, every minute, 24 people were newly displaced in the 

world. 

The main highlight is that by 2017, in the world, there is a %10 increase of people 

on the move compared to last year. Another fact we must not ignore is that %90 of the 

people who are displaced are in the developing countries, but it is the magnitude that 

strikes the most. In 2016, %51 of all refugees were children, almost 100,000 of them be-

ing alone, unaccompanied or separated from their families. Moreover, hundreds of 

refugees have died in dangerous sea crossings organized by illegal smugglers. Thou-

sands more are blocked far from their goal and many are simply pushed back. Fillipo 

Grandi, the High Commisioner for Refugees states ''Instead of developing better asylum 

systems that are hospitable, that recognize the hardships and the reasons for people to 

flee, barriers are erected. Also the barriers do not need to be physical, sometimes there 

are legislative barriers. We see this in Europe, we see the lowering of threshold in the 

quality of asylum load.'' 

For UNHCR, sympathy is not enough, money is not enough, bold action is need-

ed to deal with a crisis spanning the world. 
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History of The Issue 

In 20th century, greatest displacement of people was during World War II times, 

with millions of ethnic Germans exiled from the Soviet Union, and millions more escap-

ing from Joseph Stalin's harsh regime. Also in Europe, there were thousands of people 

displaced those days who were trying to stay alive during conflicts. In 1950, UN set up 

the UNHCR, which has since helped the people fleeing persecution. 

With decolonization movements nearby Asia and Africa in the 1950s and '60s, in 

Indian subcontinent, there were 14 million people displaced by the partition of India and 

Pakistan in 1947. Independence wars and conflicts that came after sent millions flooding 

out of Angola, Congo, Algeria, Nigeria and others into surrounding countries, and new 

military regimes frequently uprooted ethnic communities even after peace was restored. 

During the 1970s and '80s, Cold War's battles made millions of people from Af-

ghanistan and between countries in the Horn of Africa internally displaced. With power of 

the Soviet Union, hundreds of ethnic and nationalist communities in Europe began to 

provoke for self-determination, resulting in movements between Georgia and Tajikistan 

and within Azerbaijan and Armenia. Following the destruction of Berlin Wall in 1989, mil-

lions of ethnic Russians migrated Russia from the recently independent states. 

Global displacement and ''refugeeness'' levels declined to a historic low in 2004, 

but started climbing again because of a series of wars and conflicts, including the U.S. 

invasion of Iraq. By mid-2016, the whole number of refugees and internally displaced 

people had climbed to an all-time high of near 66 million people, the UNHCR estimates 

— reflecting both the masses of people freshly uprooted from war-torn regions of Syria 

and South Sudan, as well as those displaced years ago from countries like Pakistan and 

Afghanistan who still haven't been able to be returnees. 
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Valid Reasons for Refugee Crises' Existence

Wars, Civil Wars and Conflicts 

UNHCR reports that wars, protests and conflicts are the biggest reasons behind 

refugee crises, and they are known to make people flee from their home throughout his-

tory. For instance, can be witnessed nowadays within Syria are simply caused by noth-

ing but war and conflicts although there are several reasons that fuel the conflicts, such 

as political repression, drought and economic problems. However, it is important to re-

member that there are not only Syrian refugees present at the moment. Many more 

countries are in trouble with wars, armed conflicts and horrible conditions. In Iraq the 

bad security system and the violent and forceful ISIS action has triggered increase in the 

number of internally displaced people. About 1.5 million Iraqis were displaced between 

February and September 2014 and the continuing conflict is forcing others to flee to oth-

er parts of the country, or leave Iraq completely as well. Many displaced have been in 

search of safety in the Kurdistan region, which is also hosting many Syrian refugees. 

Continuing violence in Afghanistan, where extremist groups control several territories 

has also resulted in many refugees fleeing to Europe. It can also be seen in history that 

conflicts always cause refugee crises, what happened in Algeria, Congo and Angola be-

ing references. Therefore it is obvious that the never-ending threats of bomb attacks and 

gun wars are forcing people out of their territory, ever since they started taking part in 

history.
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Violations of Human Rights 

Human rights advocates agree that, seventy years after its issue, the Universal 

Declaration of Human Rights is still more like a dream than reality. Violations take part in 

every part of the world. For instance, Amnesty International’s 2009 World Report and 

other sources of information show that people are: 

• Tortured and abused in at least 80 countries 

• Face unfair trials in at least 53 countries 

• Restricted in their freedom of self-expression in at least 76 countries 

Not only that, but women and children in particular are unfairly marginalized in 

numerous ways, the press is controlled by certain bodies in many countries, and dis-

senters are silenced, almost all the time permanently. While some gains have been 

made over the course of the last seven decades, human rights violations still plague the 

world nowadays.

Many Eritreans are in search of a new life in Europe, as in their country there are 

human rights violations. Many of the violent acts have been committed under the gov-

ernment’s authority and currently, Eritrea has no constitution, court system, elections or 

free press. Instead there is forced labor and any dissenters are sent to prison without 

court. 

As a result, these human right violations and unfair ways of being treated eventu-

ally cause people to leave their country, which results with an increase on the levels of 

internally displaced people.
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Environmental Factors and Climate Change

The Earth’s climate is altering at a rate that has exceeded most forecasts. Some 

families and communities are already in trouble with disasters and the consequences of 

climate change, forced to leave their homes to never come back in search of a new life. 

Given the large scale of this phenomenon, and because climate change is likely 

to have a profound effect on agriculture, natural disasters, diseases, and economic ac-

tivity more generally, it is not really surprising that scholars have been examining not 

only the economic and political causes of migration, but also environmental reasons . 

The controversy about the connection between climate change and migration boils down 

to individuals’ life satisfaction . In general, migration is driven by people’s capability and 

opportunity to migrate . Arguably, people look for life satisfaction in suitable and safe ar-

eas . But if the living conditions in one area become irresistible, the individual will even-

tually have to flee to other territories. 

For UNHCR, the results of climate change are enormous. Key resources for an 

individual to stay alive such as drinking water are likely to become even more limited. 

Many crops and some livestock are not able to survive in certain locations if conditions 

become too hot and dry, or too cold and wet. Not to mention food security will become 

even more challenging. 

Such moves, or the negative effects of climate change on resources, may fire 

conflict with other communities, as an increasing number of people compete for a de-

creasing amount of resources. 

People will try to adapt and look for ways to solve the issues regarding the envi-

ronmental factors, but for many of them this will mean a move to another place to sur-

vive, and everyone knows what these chain of events are going to result with: Refugee 

crisis. 
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Economic Hardships 

A distinction between a forced and an economic migrant is sometimes used. It 

was suggested that a better term for migrants who fled for the purpose of their and their 

dependents' basic survival would be "forced migrants". This would take into account that 

economic migrants are also somehow forced to flee. Some migrants fall outside the 

mandates of the support structures offered by governments and non-governmental or-

ganisations, because of this blurred distinction between "refugee" and "economic mi-

grant''.

An example to enlight this is the 2008-2009 mass movement of Zimbabweans to 

neighbouring countries. Most of these migrants and refugees didn't fit in categories and 

have more general needs, rights and responsibilities. To emphasize the importance of a 

common humanitarian position on the outflow of Zimbabweans into the region the Re-

gional Office for Southern Africa of the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian 

Affairs coined the term "migrants of humanitarian concern" in 2008. Most of those cross-

ing the border did not apply for refugee status, but they could also hardly be considered 

as "voluntary" economic migrants. Many of them were not legally protected, nor they re-

ceive humanitarian support. In Botswana, Zambia and Malawi, asylum is available to 

Zimbabweans; in Mozambique, few applicants for asylum had been rejected due to the 

state's decision to consider Zimbabweans as ''economic'' and not as forced humanitari-

an migrants. Except for South Africa, protection and access to services in most countries 

in the region is contingent on receiving the refugee status, and require asylum seekers 

to stay in isolated camps, unable to work or travel, also send money to relatives that 

stayed behind in Zimbabwe. South Africa was considering the introduction of a special 

permit for Zimbabweans, but the policy was still under review. 
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Even economic migration requires a certain level of 'wealth' as migration is al-

ways a selective process - and the poorest and most vulnerable people are often ex-

cluded as they will find it almost impossible to move due to a lack of necessary funds or 

social support. 

Refugee Negligence

Accommodation and Refugee Camps 

Many refugees face discriminatory behaviour by private and public landlords 

while in search for accommodation. With the increasing refugee population, the high 

demand for areas to accommodate these refugees within their native countries and ex-

ternal countries puts a strain on the conditions refugees experience in the camps; addi-

tionally, the conditions of overpopulated refugee camps are exacerbated. 

Access to food and nutrition is one of the most vulnerable issues in refugee 

camps. Malnutrition in refugee camps is detrimental to the overall well-being of refugee 

camps and its refugees because inadequate nutrition can determine future survival for 

these refugees. Several health effects of malnutrition include anaemia from iron defi-

ciency, increased maternal mortality, impairment of cognitive development in children, 

and the deterioration of the immune system. 

The lack of access to clean water is linked with the sanitary conditions of refugee 

camps. In most country crises, water shortages are a major cause of refugee deaths ei-

ther. 

Therewithal, coercive sexual activity and sexual harassments of refugees are also 

very common.Due to employers and officers of camps, sexual assaults and offensive 

threats are infringes the women refugees' rights. These harassments also causes STD's 

(sexually transmitted diseases) and unwanted birth increases.
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Access to Health Services 

Many refugees fear stigma and discrimination when trying to access healthcare 

and other social and legal services. Refugees tend to be stronger and healthier than the 

populations they leave behind but they face major threats to their health and barriers to 

health care. Not only do many flee from hazardous situations, but also they are exposed 

to risks during their migration journey; these include exposure to physical danger, vio-

lence, extreme temperatures etc. 

Refugees also face health-related problems after being settled in a new country. 

Poor mental health is commonly due to social isolation, poverty, loss of status and hostil-

ity from the local population. For those already suffering from distress caused by perse-

cution, torture and violence, these exacerbating factors can result in serious mental ill-

ness and suicide. Refugees often overexposed to poor living conditions.

In this condition, we would like an issue to be discussed which happened in Tur-

key about a child Syrian refugee in 2017;

• According to the news by Siyasi Haber, while a father of three children, Izzettin 

Ahmed was working, he learnt about his son, Ali Izzettin Ahmed’s disease. So, he left 

from the job to take his son to hospital. Initially, when they arrived to the Antalya Train-

ing and Research Hospital, they entered from the emergency ward. When the officials 

asked for the citizen ID of Ali Izzettin Ahmed, the father Ahmed explain the situation 

that they are Syrian refugees and they do not have an ID. Ali Izzettin Ahmed was re-

fused to receive a treatment from the mentioned and three other hospitals.
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According to the statements of the father, Izzettin Ahmed, they had to turn to 

home and at 5 a.m. he found his son breathless. When the paramedics had arrived they 

declared that Ali Izzettin Ahmed is dead. After his son’s death, Izzettin Ahmed draw at-

tention to this situation by his words: “We cannot register our children for school. It is not 

to make an issue out of it, but at least we want them to be received a treatment.” 

Harassment and Bullying 

Many refugees are extremely vulnerable to both physical and psychological 

abuses by society and personnel in camps. They face harassment and ill-treatment 

every day in their social life such as not be taken to some social facilities and places. 

Children refugees also encounter both physical and cyber bullying from their peers and 

teachers in schools. In some cases bullying of refugee children does not even suspect-

ed by the principals and officers. These harassments cause them feeling depressed, iso-

lated and lonely due to both harassment and the opinion of them being refuged from 

their country of origin. 

Further research should be done on the bullying against refugee children and 

should be discussed.

Occupation 

Many of the refugees are left with only the option to do mendicancy in order to 

provide their basic needs since they can not get any other employment due to the host 

governments' and societies' fears that permitting employment and mobility will lead 

refugees to remain permanently, potentially changing their country's culture and/or ab-

sorbing resources.
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Refugees also face challenges in forming unions and associations due to discrim-

ination. Even qualified and talented employees often leave their jobs since they feel un-

welcomed. In some cases in addition to this ill-treatment, they are also less-paid and 

forced to do unhealthy jobs. 

Xenophobia and Islamophobia 

People who are coerced to refuge their country of origin have always been sub-

ject to negative attitudes and prejudices. The wide range of fear and discriminatory 

agains them can be classified as xenophobia: the fear and distrust of which is perceived 

to be foreign or strange. Xenophobia can also be exhibited in the form of an ''uncritical 

exaltation of another culture which is unreal and exotic''. The notion of xenophobia and 

islamophobia are particularly misleading when it used to justify harassment, physical 

abuse and discrimination against refugees. This irrational fear of the 'different' one also 

causes hate crimes and decreases the morality and esteem of society and government 

itself. And this kind of crimes also threat human life.

We would like to mention some countries in which islamophobia and xenophobia 

are increasing day by day around the world; 

• France: According to figures in the researches, physical attacks on Muslims 

have increased by 500 percent in the first six months of 2015. Threats and harassments 

have increased by 100 percent while attacks on mosques have increased by 400 per-

cent. In France, where the largest Muslim population lives in Europe, headscarved 

women often do not even work in other areas because they think that they will not be 

hired outside their communities because of their clothing. Not only Muslim women, but 

men also have difficulty finding jobs outside of their communities. 
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• Germany: Islamophobia has also increased both in quantity and quality in Ger-

many. 2015 was a year in which Islamophobia was felt as an undeniable fashion in 

German society. The refugee crisis has also contributed to Islamophobia in this country. 

In some regions, attempts were made to arrange camouflage attacks on asylum seek-

ers. Concerns about the use of headscarves by Muslim women in both the public and 

private sectors have yet to be fully exploited. 

• Sweden: Islamophobia, xenophobia and ethnic racism concepts usually taken 

together. According to the findings, 47 percent of Swedes are disturbed by the fact that 

different religions are experienced in society. The most basic threat is the headscarf and 

veil is regarded as clothing. The general tendency of employers in employment in Swe-

den is to avoid recruitment of Muslims and Jews, as well as non-Europeans. 

• United Kingdom: Islamophobia in the UK increased over security concerns. The 

murder of British tourists in Tunisia in June and the attack on France brought security 

measures to increase. Increasingly visible and everyday life-affecting security measures 

have also affected the Muslim profile in the eyes of the British negatively. The research 

shows that hate attacks from Islamophobia tend to increase in the streets in the country. 

The "Anti-Terrorism and Security Act", which accepted in 2015, brought about the ex-

pansion of the hate in environment.

• Italy: In Italy, in 2015, Islam was discussed not only because of "terrorist at-

tacks" but also because of the request to build masjid and mosques that could fulfil the 

worship of the Muslims. The fact that the country went to an arrangement that compli-

cates the construction of the worship of the Lombardy region's ruling became the cause 

of these debates. Similar discussions took place in other municipalities in the north of 

the country. Discrimination against women in Italy using headscarves, sheets or veils is 

described as a worrying dimension. 
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• United States of America: Islamophobia has peaked with the attacks of Sep-

tember 11, 2001. After that, Iraq was invaded by the USA and Western coalition forces 

on the pretext that the September 11 attacks were forged in connection with Afghanistan 

through the radical Islamist terrorist organization al-Qaeda to fight global terrorism . One 

of the prejudices against Muslims are also they live in the United States of America as 

the largest minority community. And with the presidence of Donald Trump in 2016 , legal 

protection of refugees has decreased and islamophobia has increased in the state. 

• Turkey: For Westerners, Islam is a totally external entity, something completely 

foreign, with Muslims in Europe and the U.S. representatives of this foreign culture. 

However, in the Turkish context we are talking about a predominantly Muslim society 

in which some people have a strong dislike or even hate toward devout Muslims and 

public manifestations of Islam even the 99 percent of society is. 

Sometimes these feelings are so strong that there are those who would rather experi-

ence another coup than see religious people in the government.

Bloc Positions

In this section positions of the countries and regions on refugee crises and the 

protection of displaced people will be mentioned.

Africa

Africa contains more than %26 of current refugee population. Near 19 million 

people in this region are of concern to UNHCR. That number has increased in recent 

years, because of ongoing crises in Central African Republic, Nigeria and South Sudan. 

It has also grown as a result of new conflicts firing in Yemen and Burundi.
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Nigeria

The Government of Nigeria has recently adopted a National Policy on Migration 

and its Plan, with support from IOM and the European Union. However, that does not 

change the fact that they have not taken bold action to solve the ongoing refugee crisis 

yet. For instance, In January 2017, Nigerian jet accidentally bombed refugee camps. 

Also, at an aid camp in north-east Nigeria that houses people fleeing the Islamist militant 

group Boko Haram, More than 1,200 people died because of starvation and illness.

Americas

Organized crime, statelessness and decades of conflict all put populations in the 

Americas in a serious risk. Near eight million people are currently displaced and asylum 

applications, particularly from Central American countries such as Guatemala and El 

Salvador, have heavily increased. However, some countries have shown political com-

mitment to solve refugee crises in the region.

Brazil

The Brazilian government has issued some regulations determining the require-

ments for obtaining refugee or asylum status. Nevertheless, Brazilian legislation doesn't 

provide any specific provision for the integration of immigrants into the society.

Mexico

Recently, there was a new law that incorporated Mexico’s good practices on 

refugees, such as access to health services including health insurance, access to edu-

cation and revalidation, and permission to work.
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However, this does not mean the country is in a good spot in terms of their suc-

cess of managing refugees since the refugees' population grows simultaneously. What 

UN Assistant High Commissioner Erika Feller has stated pretty much summarizes the 

situation: ''Mexico faces a major challenge protecting refugees as the country becomes 

more and more important as a migration route to North America.’’

United States of America

With the Donald Trump’s presidence executive order suspending the entire reset-

tlement program of The United States of America for one hundred and twenty days and 

banning indefinitely the arrival of refugees is a repudiation of basic American values, an 

abandonment of the United States’ role as a humanitarian leader and, far from protect-

ing the country from extremism, a propaganda gift to those who would plot harm to 

America in 2016.

The Donald Trump's order also cuts the number of refugees scheduled for reset-

tlement in the United States in the year 2017 from a planned total of about 110,000 to 

just 45,000. Founded on the myth that there is no proper security screening for refugees, 

the order thus thrusts into uncertainty an estimated 60,000 vulnerable refugees, most of 

them have already been vetted and cleared for resettlement . The new policy of the 

United States of America urgently needs to redeployment.

Russian Federation

Russia, with 12.3 million immigrants, was the second most frequent migrant des-

tination country in the world after the US in 2010. Russia shares borders with fourteen 

countries which including the top five migrant destination countries.
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Migration is a significant issue for Russia, which has the second longest land bor-

der of any country at 12,577 miles, and more than 23,000 miles of coastline. Despite 

these acceptances of immigrants, Russian Federation's approach to refugee recruitment 

is unflappable in recent years. According to Amnesty International's surveys, Russian 

Federation is one of the unwilling countries for refugee protection and settlement.

Europe

In the last 3 years, Europe has experienced the greatest mass movement of peo-

ple since the Second World War. More than 1 million refugees and migrants have arrived 

in the European Union, the large majority of them fleeing from war and terror in Syria 

and other Middle Eastern countries. The European Union has agreed on a range of 

measures to deal with the crisis. These include trying to resolve the causes of the crisis 

as well as greatly increasing support for people in need of humanitarian rights both in-

side and outside of Europe. Most steps are being taken to relocate asylum seekers al-

ready and resettle people in need from neighbouring countries and return people who 

don’t qualify for asylum. The European Union is improving security at borders with a new 

border and coast guard, tackling people smuggling and offering safe ways for people to 

legally enter.

France

France has a long tradition of offering asylum to foreign refugees, and the right of 

asylum has constitutional value under French law.
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French asylum law is heavily based on international and European law, but is 

largely codified in the Code ''De l’entrée et du séjour des étrangers et du droit 

d’asile'' (CESEDA, Code of Entry and Residence of Foreigners and of the Right of Asy-

lum). France is open to refugee settlement but with a hard possibility and unwilling soci-

ety. 

Germany

Germany made mistakes with an open-door policy that saw more than a million 

migrants and refugees enter Germany over the past 2 years, Finance Minister Wolfgang 

Schaeuble acknowledged recently, but he said Berlin was trying to learn from those mis-

steps. "We have tried to improve what got away from us in 2015," "We politicians are 

human; we also make mistakes. But one can at least learn from them." As can be seen, 

even though the government is welcoming, its still not fully aware of the responsibilities 

that hosting that many people would bring.  

Italy

Italy’s legal system provides a complex framework of assistance for both asylum 

seekers and refugees. Italy has adhered to or ratified the most important international 

treaties providing for the protection of refugees and their families. The Italian police have 

broad powers to control and reject asylum seekers at the border. Italian legislation has 

created several government agencies at the national and regional levels to provide as-

sistance to asylum seekers, including the review of their applications, financial and ma-

terial help, and the monitoring of their activities within the country.  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United Kingdom

The UK asylum system is strictly controlled and complex. It is very difficult to get 

asylum. The decision-making process is extremely tough and many people’s claims are 

rejected. Since 2005 most people recognised as refugees are only given permission to 

stay in the UK for five years. This makes it difficult for them to make decisions about 

their future, to find work and make definite plans for their life in the UK.

Middle East

Hosting refugees is not easy, logistically or politically; the E.U. has made this 

abundantly clear. MENA host communities are already struggling with myriad challenges 

including recent regime upheaval and ongoing ethnic and sectarian conflict. Foisting the 

responsibility of hosting hundreds of thousands of refugees onto states such as Jordan 

and Egypt with the assumption they are intrinsically willing and able to care for them is a 

seriously misguided case of passing the buck. Shoving money at states such as Turkey 

in the hopes of making the problem go away while turning a blind eye to how that money 

is spent is equally thorny.

Iran

Iran, one of the states targeted by Donald Trump’s Muslim ban, has been praised 

by the UN for the way it has cared for millions of refugees. The Soviet War in Af-

ghanistan displaced six million people to neighbouring Iran and Pakistan in 1979. Almost 

four decades later, the Tehran government still shelters around one million registered 

Afghans, and up to two million are thought to also be living in the country - making Iran 

home to the world’s fourth largest refugee population.  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Syria

There is so much to say about Syria's position regarding refugee crises, but 

needs to be simplified. It is very obvious that the country's government having very hard 

time figuring out what they are trying to do with their citizens, therefore we leave the 

commenting part to the delegates who we think have bright ideas and solutions regard-

ing Syria's refugee situation. 

Turkey

Turkey is a real asylum country. The Turkey government has accepted many asy-

lum seeker an refugee since the beginning of 20th century, with the ending of II. World 

War. But recently, in Turkey, most of the refugee and migration crises are caused by Syr-

ian refugees due to being the nearest border country for Turkey. Turkey has accepted 

nearly 2 million Syrian asylum seekers since the start of the Syrian crisis. There are 

refugees from various ethnic groups in Syria, and not only in because of Assad's regime 

but also in oppressed opponents are in Turkey. It is up to this country to tackle the prob-

lems of public order that will bring about the first care and shelter of the people who try 

to save the life, due to their various conflicts with each other and with the environment. 

South-East Asia

The Asia and Pacific region is home to 7.7 million people of concern to UNHCR. 

They include 3.6 million refugees, 1.8 million internally displaced people and 1.5 million 

stateless people. The majority of refugees originate from Afghanistan and Myanmar.  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Afghanistan

By basing on the fact that 2.6 million Afghan refugees live in more than 70 coun-

tries around the world because of the conflict in their country, and overwhelming majori-

ty, around %95, are hosted by just two countries – the Islamic Republics of Iran and Pa-

kistan, it is easy to say that the government is having very hard time protecting their citi-

zens.

China

The People's Republic of China is one of the indulgent and supportive countries 

in protection of refugees and resettlement. According to Amnesty International, In China, 

the percentage of those who are ready to host refugees at home is almost 50 percent.
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Topic B: Applicable International Standarts and Obligations

Introduction

Under the concept of Humanitarian Intervention and UN High Commissioner for 

Refugees, the case is trying to be solved by  UNHCR and other organisations for 

refugee protection organised in order to prevent further inhuman circumstances which 

are caused by the conflicts of the states. In contrast to such assistances and obligations, 

there is still a substantial need for governments, societies and other national organiza-

tions to perform aim to achieve the task.

Therefore regarding this topic,  we as the under-secretary general and the chair 

of this committee, expect you to extinguish the bias, prevent unequal status and enlarge 

such obligations for human itself which conflicts and wars creates.

History of the Issue

In the history of world, refugee and migrant issues are based on very long periods 

of time. Today; in the source of refugee law which has been trying to be determined with 

varied national and international agreements, we see the idea to find refugees a place to 

take shelter in and provide better living conditions and rights which they deserve as a 

human, especially victims of World War I and II. So; to enlight, we can say that works of 

refugee laws have gathered speed from the World War I and II simultaneously with the 

increase of people who have refuged other countries. At this point, many 

 councils, communities and non-governmental have mounted up exemplarily In-

ternational Refugee Organization (IRO), United Nations High Commissioner for 

Refugees (UNHCR) etc. since back then. But an awareness of the responsibility of the 

international community to provide protection and find solutions for refugees dates only 
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from the time of the League of Nations and the election of Dr. Fridtjof Nansen as the first 

High Commissioner for Russian refugees in 1921.

In the 1980s and ’90s, substantial changes came about in the environment 

in which international refugee protection was to be realized. These changes not only put 

basic concepts into question, they also impacted indelibly on both political will and that 

of local host communities to continue to offer asylum on the generous terms of the past. 

The number of refugees grew exponentially (no longer as a product of colonialism but of 

beacuse the  local conflicts). The conflicts have aggravated by socioeconomic problems 

in developing countries. Solutions to refugee problems became even harder . Whether in 

Afghanistan, where 2.5 million Afghan refugees remain in exile today, in the Middle 

of Africa, or in Southern Africa. Human rights abuses and breaches of humanitarian law 

were no longer by-products of war, but often a conscious objective of military strategy, 

so that even low levels of conflict generated a disproportionately high degree of suffering 

and displacement on civilians.

At the end; we can make a point on that The 1951 Convention on Refugees is the 

main and valid conctract for protection of refugees and their rights itself. The 1951 Con-

vention is fifty years-old, but not outdated; human rights principles are not weakened by 

age.There has been a slow but steady growth in processes, laws, and concepts whose 

compatibility with the prevailing protection framework is ever more tenuous. 
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Legislative Measures

Responsibilities of Governments 

Refugees fleeing war or persecution can be very vulnerable. They have no pro-

tection from their own state and it is often their own government that is persecuting 

them. If other countries do not let them in or protect them, they may be condemned to an 

intolerable situation where their basic rights, security and even their lives are in danger. 

Responsibilities of a government should perform; 

• Refugees and asylum seekers cannot be "repulsed" or mass deported.

• Race, religion, language, colour, political or similar grounds of discrimination 

cannot be done during the control and entry into an other country. 

• Refugees and asylum-seekers cannot be subjected to torture, ill-treatment, in-

human treatment or degrading treatment, including disproportionate violence, physical 

restraint, or unnecessary body searches. 

• Special measures must be taken to ensure the needs of children and the protec-

tion of family life for refugees, especially children and those who are kept in custody with 

their families. 

• The environment in which they are kept in custody must be clean, safe, healthy, 

and respectable for human dignity. 

• The needs of children, victims of torture, sexual violence or human trafficking, 

mental or physical disabilities and other at-risk individuals should be considered at every 

step.

• Children deprived of their liberty must have the same educational rights as oth-

er children.
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Facilitation of Freedom and Peaceful Assembly 

States shall prepare the required social framework in the facilitation of freedom 

and peaceful assembly. This includes the freedoms such as the access to social ser-

vices, occupations, well-treatment, shelter and camp facilities, providing better living 

conditions, remedy of malnutrition in camps, addressing the return and reintegration of 

willing refugees etc.

Responsibilities of Regional and International Groups and Organizations 

Role of United Nations 

United Nations have been active in protecting the refugee and migrants and their 

basic rights and combatting discrimination and violence against refugees with its multiple 

organs. These include continuing efforts to promote and extend the international legal 

framework, to develop and strengthen asylum systems, to improve protection standards, 

to find solutions, and many other activities. In 2001, the most important global refugee 

conference in half a century declared reaffirming the commitment of signatory states 

through the 1951 Convention. Through a process of global consultations, UNHCR drew 

up an “Agenda for Protection,” which continues to serve as a guide to governments and 

organizations in their efforts to strengthen worldwide refugee protection. 

With its operations, UNHCR plays a direct role in countries where displacement is 

occurring. To help returning refugees to settle back into their home countries or through 

activities on behalf of IDPs in countries such as the Syrian Arab Republic, Colombia, 

Iraq and the Democratic Republic of the Congo.
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Regional Organizations 

Regional refugee and immigrant organizations are benefical when addressing the 

return and protection of refugees. Regional efforts to address refugee problems have 

been successful in moving refugee assistance away from an emphasis on exile and to-

wards a focus on the rights of refugees to return home and the role of the country of ori-

gin. Regional efforts, by regional international organizations and groupings of regional 

actors, occur when the region either has rejected the solution advanced by the in-

ternational community or when the international community has taken little or no action 

to find a solution. There multiple such organizations throughout the world and each of 

them are concerned with promoting peaceful resolution of conflicts, providing better 

conditions and the return of refugees.

Civil Society 

Civil society plays a crucial role in the implementation of the rights and protection 

of the refugees. A social movement can be defined as a collective challenge by people 

that have the same purpose and try to impose and develop a political or social change in 

society. Often civil society actors have a positive influence on the implementation of pro-

tecting them and their rights and the social life conducted by these actors have a con-

siderable impact on both national and international organizations. Furthermore, they 

have been utilizing social media platforms to rise awareness and try to gain support for 

protecting them and changing the society's mind in recent years. However, in some cas-

es, the progress of the civil society is restricted due to xenophobic and oppressive peo-

ple. Organizations and movements that are led by refugee and migrants face restrictions 

on their operations, funding, assembly and the public expression on a regular basis. 
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Extreme nationalist and xenophobic environments enable refugee rights activists 

to freely conduct their operations and enhance their basic humanitarian rights since civil 

society is able to change negative perspectives. 

Reparations and Resettlement for Refugees 

• Refugee resettlement: The transfer of refugees from a country in which they 

have sought protection, usually somewhere with a large number of refugees who are liv-

ing in camps or urban settings or to a third country which has agreed to admit them as 

refugees and where they can rebuild their lives. 

According to the UNHCR of the 14.4 million refugees concerning all around the 

world, less than one percent are submitted for resettlement. Which means many 

refugees face a long and uncertain wait to hear if they will ever be able to rebuild their 

lives in safety.

�  



�  / �34 36

Governments and states are the key actors in resettlement of refugees and mi-

grants. States need to provide reparations, camps, shelters or houses to such victims as 

well as create a supportive and healthy life. Law enforcement should take the reports of 

these refugees seriously for and healthy environment.

Statements a Resolution Must Address

• Enhancing relations with the other national and international organizations.

• Revision of the campaigns regarding the refugees.

• Maintenance and sustain of the support to the refugee campaigns.

• Question of efficiency and qualification of the campaigns and refugee camps.

• Raising the awareness of the society for refugees.

• Managing cultural differences and help refugees become fully integrated into 

society.

• Enhancing the role of governments especially in human trafficking concerning 

Syrian refugees.

• Solutions for the financial problems and enhancing helps from other organs, 

people and organizations.

• Revision and analysis of the camps to make liveable for refugees.

• Enhancing the budget for the operations towards refugees.

• Evaluating media contributions.

• Solutions in not only short term but also long term.



�  / �35 36

Conclusion

Immigration and taking refuge is one of the gravest and most comprehensive vio-

lations of human dignity that exist. Every second, people die and flee due to their coun-

tries' political, economical, regional or social conflicts and wars unwillingly. And also, 

from the time a refugee leaves home until the time that she/he either returns or is reset-

tled, her/his rights may be at risk, from access to housing and nutrition, to the right to 

health care and to an education. Unfortunately, refugee crisises are gaining speed day 

by day in mostly Middle Eastern countries. Most states, even those not party to the 

Refugee Convention, should be a party to one or more treaty that imposes upon them a 

duty to pursue these rights for all people with their jurisdictions. Therefore discrimination, 

violence and negligence shall be prevented by every state aim to encourage a better 

world for every human being. 
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