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Letter from Secretary-General

Distinguished Participants,

It is my immense pleasure and honour to cordially welcome you to the initial step, 
Antalya Anatolian High-School Model United Nations conference of 2017, of a long and 
hard process, on behalf of my own as well as in the name of all the other members of 
the Secretariat & General Assembly.

AALMUN’17 is eager to reach wide range of attendants from high schools which 
are deeply interested in international relations, politics and the United Nations itself while 
constituting a unique experience of debating and socializing at the same time.

Personally, would like to declare my desire to provide support for any project fall-
ing under the category of the progress of mankind. Alongside, the academic team em-
braces an understanding of content which concerns actual and urgent problems that the 
world faces currently, in order to create awareness of the facts touched upon over the 
youth to which it addresses.

Finally, I would like to briefly express my appreciation once and for all to each and 
every member of the Secretariat & General Assembly for their incredibly passionate 
work and extensive effort. Besides, I would like to state my enormous gratitude to the 
Director-General of the conference Ms. Kıvılcım Sahra Sezer for her humungous ambi-
tion to make this entirely wonderful idea come true. Without her contribution, it all would 
be nothing but a cordial dream.

For any further questions, feel free to contact me via weicadolai@gmail.com.

Best Regards,
Deniz Doğa Çalışır

mailto:weicadolai@gmail.com
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Letter from Under Secretary General

Dear distinguished participants, 
With my great pleasure, I would like to welcome you all to United Nations Human 

Rights Council of AAL Model United Nations 2017. My name is Ece Nart and I will be 
serving as the Under Secretary General responsible for the United Nations Human 
Rights Council. 

UN Human Rights Council will be a committee that is going to test your diplomatic 
skills and put you trough challenging sessions. In our first year, UN Human Rights 
Council, will be tackling an enormous and crucial situation: LGBTQ Rights and Violence 
Against LGBTQ Individuals. Both topics were chosen to discuss because they are ex-
tremely relevant to our current reality. 

The first topic discusses mostly the basic human rights of LGBTQ community, 
and anti-LGBT laws against them. 

The second topic discusses all kinds of negative act, violence and bullying, sui-
cide due to bullying and of course sex trafficking of individuals. 

All of the delegates will be debating on these agenda items and each of the dele-
gates are required to find the best solutions for these matters. 

I would like to thank our Secretary General Ms. Deniz Doğa Çalışır for having me 
as the Under Secretary General in the first annual AAL Model United Nations Confer-
ence and for her interest in this committee. And of course, I would like to thank and blow 
a kiss to Ms. Beril Alpaslan who is the Chairperson of UNHRC, for her effort in preparing 
this study guide and for her trust. 

I hope that this Study Guide will make your researching and studying process a 
little bit easier but I highly recommend you not to rely on the study guide only. I wish you 
all a satisfying and successful conference. 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me via 
ecenart0@gmail.com

Kindest regards,
Ece Nart 
Under Secretary General Responsible for United Nations Human Rights Council

mailto:ecenart0@gmail.com
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The United Nations Human Rights Council (UNHRC)

The United Nations Human Rights Council is an inter-governmental body within 

the United Nations system consistent of 47 Member States. All responsible for coopera-

tion for the promotion and protection of Human Rights. The Council also plays a great 

role in the fight against all forms of discrimination. The UN Human Rights Council oper-

ates in all regions of the world through an extensive network of field offices with the pur-

pose of making sure that all the people understand their rights and have the same ones. 

It checks if all people can use their rights properly, what governments do to protect the 

rights that are given to individuals, if governments do what they agreed on at the United 

Nations. It also helps people whose rights were taken away. 

The UNHRC committee will be focused on the agenda item "LGBTQ+ Rights" 

under the topic. Protection against the isolation, discrimination and violence based on 

sexual orientation and gender identity are going to be discussed throughout the ses-

sions. One of the main purposes of UN Human Rights Council is creating an equal envi-

ronment for all the people no matter how they identify themselves. Promoting LGBTQ+ 

Rights is an enormous step in the fight against inequality. 

This agenda item has been selected in order to collaborate for the rights of 

LGBTQ+ individuals and consider LGBTQ+ rights as human rights. Everyone has the 

right to live, to be treated fairly, to work and to participate in the cultural life. 
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The UNHRC, at AALMUN’17, consists of twenty-eight members of the United Na-

tions including Arab Republic of Egypt, Canada, Commonwealth of Australia, Federative 

Republic of Brazil, Federative Republic of Germany, Federative Republic of Nigeria, 

French Republic, Islamic Republic of Afghanistan, Islamic Republic of Iran, Italian Re-

public, Jamaica, Japan, Kingdom of Belgium, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, Kingdom of 

Spain, Netherlands, People’s Republic of China, Republic of Finland, Republic of India, 

Republic of Iraq, Republic of Turkey, Russian Federation, State of Israel, Swiss Confed-

eration, Syrian Arab Republic, United Kingdom, United Mexican States and United 

States of America, each of which has one vote. Likewise, none of which holds the right 

to veto. 

History of the Issue

The recorded evidences of homosexuality date back to the ancient times such as 

Greek Era and Egyptian Era. Since then, controversiality of the issue and attitudes in-

creased, expanded, became much worse and sometimes improved on behalf of the 

community. 

Fighting for LGBTQ+ rights is not a brand new topic to discuss. But the delegates 

should know that this topic is matter of a life time, and there have been significant devel-

opments for the rights of the community. Even so, there are anti-LGBT laws or attitudes 

that target individuals. These laws, hate crimes and violence affects all states and na-

tions. As a human being, I believe that LGBTQ+ rights should not be considered as a 

separate term but should be consider as human rights. 
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United Nations’ Actions

The very first United Nations action was on June 17, 2011. A resolution that 

passed with 23 votes, it was the first resolution which was reporting “discriminatory laws 

and practices and acts of violence against individuals based on their sexual orientation 

and gender identity.” The first ever United Nations report released on December, 2011 

and it was a report on human rights of lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender people. 

The report was released by the United Nations Office for the High Commissioner for 

Human Rights. The following action was in 2014, which was another resolution on “hu-

man rights, sexual orientation and gender identity.” 

In 2016, UNHRC passed another resolution to find the causes of violence and 

discrimination against people because of their orientation and identity. On June, 2016 a 

mass shooting happened in Orlando, which was targeting people as a result of their 

sexual orientation. United Nations acknowledged human rights violation against 

LGBTQ+ community after that mass shooting. 

LGBTQ+

The term LGBTQ+ stands for “lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and queer” but 

also used to define sexual orientations or gender identities. Additionally, different organi-

sations may use fewer or more letters and additional elements refer to “questioning, in-

tersex allies.” 
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Pride Parades

Pride parades are events to celebrate the LGBTQ+ culture & pride and some-

times used for protests and demonstrations for LGBT rights and issues. Events usually 

occur in June to commemorate Stonewall Riots. 

On June 28, 1969, between police and gayrights activists confronted outside of a 

gay bar called Stonewall Inn, in Greenwich Willace, New York City. 

On June 27-28, 1970, the first gay parades were held in New York, Chicago, San 

Francisco and Los Angeles.

Key Definitions

A. Sexual Orientation

Sexual orientation is a term used for an enduring for romantic, emotional, sexual 

attraction to other people of the opposite sex or gender, the same sex or gender, or to 

both sexes or more than one gender. 

a. Asexuality: Asexuality is the lack of sexual attraction to anyone. An asexual 

person does not have any kind of desire or interest in sexual activity. Basically asexuality 

can be considered as the lack of sexual orientation.

b. Bisexuality: Bisexuality is being attracted towards both men and women re-

gardless of the percentage, whether romantically or sexually. 

c. Heterosexuality: Heterosexuality is romantic or sexual attraction between peo-

ple that are opposite sex or gender. 
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d. Homosexuality: Homosexuality is romantic attraction, sexual attraction or sex-

ual behaviour between people that are same sex or gender. The word "homo" comes 

from Ancient Greek meaning "same" and the Latin word for "gender". Some people 

count homosexuality as a choice that people choose. But many scientists have proved 

that it is about genetics and hormones. 

1. Gay: A gay is a person who is attracted to the same gender. It can refer to any 

gender in terms of female and male. 

2. Lesbian: A lesbian is a female who is attracted to other females romantically, 

sexually or emotionally.

e. Pansexuality: The prefix "pan" comes from Greek meaning "all". By that, a 

pansexual person can be attracted to males, females, transgenders, intersexes or agen-

dered / genderqueer individuals. This means a pansexual person has the capability of 

feeling attracted towards people regardless of their sex or gender identity. 

B. Gender Identity

Gender identity is a person sense of being male, female, some combination of 

both or neither one of them. 

a. Agender: Agender is a term which can be translated basically as “genderless or 

lacking gender.” Non-binary and genderqueer terms can also be used to refer agender. 

b. Androgyny: Androgyny is the combination of masculine and feminine character-

istics. They might also identify as genderqueer or transgender. 

c. Bigender: Bigender or dual-gender is a gender identity which can be translated 

as two gender identities and behaviours. 

d. Gender-bender: Gender-benders may self identify as trans or genderqueer. A 

gender-bender is a person who “bends” expected gender roles. This is sometimes a 

form of social activism to destroy rigid gender roles and defy sex-role stereotypes. 
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e. Hijra: This term is mostly used in South Asia to refer transgender individuals 

who are born male. 

f. Pangender: Pangender is a term used when a person is not being exclusively 

man or woman. In other words it is a non-binary gender. 

g. Third gender: Third gender or third sex is a gender classification which individ-

uals are categorized by themselves or the society as neither a man nor a woman. 

h. Trans man: Trans man is a transgender person who was born female but 

whose gender identity is that of a man.

i. Trans woman: Trans woman is a transgender person who was born male but 

whose gender identity is that of a woman.

j. Queer: Queer is a term used to describe somebody's sexual orientation. It 

serves an umbrella term that not only includes who identify themselves as lesbian, gay, 

bisexual, transgender, but for also people who fall in between the binaries and beyond 

these labels, including identities such as pansexual, asexual, intersex. These are a few. 

k. Coming out: The slang “coming out of the closet” is used by LGBT community. 

When a person accepts and appreciates their sexual orientation or gender identity and 

decides to share their sexual orientation or gender identity with others, it is referred to as 

“coming out.” 

l. Homophobia: Homophobia is a part of discrimination and negative attitudes 

against homosexual and bisexual individuals. 

m. Transphobia: Transphobia, the term is used when a person has negative feel-

ings and attitudes towards trans people. 

n. Pederasty: This term is used when two males have a sexual relation especially 

when one of them is a minor. 



�  / �12 32

Bloc Positions

• Is your country a supporter or an opponent of LGBTQ+ Rights?

• What are the most advanced rights of LGBTQ+ community in your country? 

• What are the  reasons of violence to LGBTQ+ community in your country?

• Are there any strict morals or ethics against LGBTQ+ community in your coun-

try?

• How is your country currently dealing with violence and hate crimes?

• What is your country’s attitude towards the homosexuality and transsexuality?

• What does your country think about homophobia and transphobia?

• Is there any policy against or on behalf of the LGBTQ+ community?

• What are the main policies about military service, adoption and marriage in your 

country? (PAGE 22-25)

• The delegates should research the rankings of bullying, hate crimes, suicide, 

sex trafficking of LGBTQ individuals in their country.

• The delegates should research major attacks to LGBTQ individuals if there is 

any in their country.

South America

Right now 6 of the 12 sovereign countries recognize the same sex relations in 

South America. Same sex marriage is legal in Brazil, Argentina, Colombia and Uruguay 

and is also legal in the territories French Gulana and Falkland Islands. In addition even 

though sex between women is legal in the entire region, sex between men is illegal only 

in Guyana.
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North America

Canada and United States are the only countries that allow same sex couples to 

marry everywhere within their boundaries currently. Nine Mexican states have legalized 

same sex marriage in Mexico. Same sex marriages are performed also in Caribbean 

Netherlands, Bermuda, Greenland. Aruba, Curaço and Sint Maarten recognize these 

same sex marriages also in Netherlands.

United States of America

Homosexual activity in USA was legalized in 2003 much later when it is compared 

to Canada. And same sex marriage became legal only two years ago in 2015. Trans-

sexuals can change their gender legally since 2013 but it requires surgery. Same sex 

adoption is legal in certain countries and illegal in others. People from same sex are al-

lowed to marry in countries like California, New York, Indiana, Utah, Washington D.C 

and much more. Discrimination based on sexual orientation is against the law in in-

stances related to work and employment. 

Transgender individuals were banned to serve in the military from 2011 to 2016. 

But in July 2016 the US Army repealed the ban to serve for openly transgender individu-

als. Equal age of consent is legal in everywhere except for Oklahoma.

Canada

Since late 1960s, LGBTQ+ rights in Canada have developed. In these recent 

years there has been steady progress from health care to adoption. Homosexual activity 

became legal in May 14, 1969. And same sex adoption was legalized in 1995 before 

same sex marriage. Canada became the fourth country in the world to legalize same sex 

marriage in 2005.
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The right to change legal gender for transsexuals was legalized in 2012. Homo-

sexuals can serve openly in military since 1992. However, blood donations in Canada for 

LGBT individuals are banned.

Europe

The rights vary in Europe. Thirteen out of twenty-one countries legalized gay mar-

riage. A further thirteen legalized civil unions and other forms. The rights may seem the 

most advanced in the world but Europe has still got work to be done. ILGA (International 

Lesbian Gay Bisexual Trans and Intersex Association) released a rating showing The 

UK and Belgium lead the continent with over 80% of full equality. According to a survey, 

Netherlands and Spain are the most gay-friendly countries in the continent.

The Netherlands

LGBTQ+ rights for individuals in Netherlands are the most advanced ones. Ho-

mosexuality decriminalized in 1811. Discrimination is now unlawful and adoption is legal 

since 2001. Netherlands is generally tolerant, for instance, they are tolerant to marijuana 

but they don’t make it legal. LGBTQ+ individuals face this kind of tolerance.

Spain

Today Spain provides one of the highest degree of liberty in the world for their 

LGBTQ+ community. Yet, it wasn't always like that. There have been many changes and 

developments throughout history. Same sex sexual activity was legalized in 1979. Spain 

is one of the ten countries around the world that has legalized same sex marriage. A re-

view that was made in 2006 showed that 66 percent of the community support same sex 

marriage and 43 percent recognize the rights of same sex couples to adopt.
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Gays are allowed to serve openly in military and people have the right to change 

their legal gender. Other than these LGBTQ community in Spain have lots of rights such 

as being able to donate blood. Today Spain is one of the most friendly countries for 

LGBTQ+ individuals.

Belgium

Belgium has been one of the most progressive countries in Europe and also, in 

the world. Same sex sexual activity was legalized in 1975 with an equal age of consent 

except from 1965 to 1985. Belgium became the second country in the world to legalize 

same sex marriage in 2003. Same sex adoption was legalized in 2006. Transsexuals 

have been allowed to change their gender since 2007 under some certain circum-

stances. Belgium is one of the most gay friendly countries in the world just like Spain.

The former Prime Minister of Belgium is an openly gay man and one of the few 

Prime Ministers identify themselves as LGBTQ individuals. Serving in the military for 

LGBTQ+ individuals is allowed. More to all of these there are anti-discrimination laws of 

protection on the basis of sex and sexual orientation. The government and main political 

parties support the rights of LGBTQ+.

Australia

Homosexual activity is legal, trans individuals have the right to change their legal 

gender. Military service for homosexuals has been legal since 1992. Discrimination 

against LGBTQ community is illegal but even though there are several rights for LGBTQ 

individuals in Australia they still face discrimination at home, in public or work.
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Asia

Due to Asian values, LGBTQ+ individuals face legal challenges. Same-sex activi-

ties is outlawed in at least twenty Asian countries. As of May 2001 same-sex sexual acts 

are illegal in 23 countries. And in Middle East, due to Islamic beliefs, LGBTQ+ individu-

als face discrimination. In many Middle Eastern Countries, police arrests and tortures 

gay people, and even executes. However, nowadays some of the Middle East Countries 

developed more tolerance for LGBTQ+ people.

Afghanistan

LGBTQ+ individuals face discrimination and legal challenges. Afghanistan may 

no longer be under the rule of the Taliban but harsh views towards homosexuality still 

remain. The 90% of population is Muslim, and homosexuality and cross-dressing seen 

as taboo and inappropriate due to Islamic morals. However, in Afghanistan it is accept-

able for old men to have sex with boys as young as nine. But still, being gay is complete-

ly off limits. Being gay is basically signing your own execution order. 

Turkey

LGBTQ+ individuals in Turkey, face legal challenges. Same-sex activity legalized 

in Ottoman Era and homosexuality has always been a legal act. But, the law does not 

include sexual orientation and gender identity in its civil rights laws and there is no legal 

recognition for same-sex couples. However, since 1988 transsexuals have been allowed 

to change their legal gender.
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India

India stands next to Nigeria and Iran in the list of most homophobic nations. Sex-

ual acts between two same sex people is illegal and the punishment is imprisonment up 

to 10 years. LGBTQ individuals face discrimination even from their family members and 

friends. Same sex marriages, adoptions and military services for homosexuals are not 

legal. There are no protections for LGBTQ individuals in the case of discrimination 

whether it is in their home or work place.

Iran

Some statistics show that Iran comes as the first countries that hate gay people. 

All sorts of homosexual activity is illegal. If people show any kind of homosexual activity 

the punishment currently is death. Same sex marriage is not legal because Islam de-

fines marriage as a union between a woman and a man. Trans individuals have the legal 

right to change their gender since 1987. Same sex adoptions are illegal and there are no 

protections for LGBTQ individuals. Suchlike, serving in military for homosexuals is also 

illegal. Seeing there are literally no rights or protections for LGBTQ community Iran is 

one of the worst countries in the world for LGBTQ individuals to live.

Israel

LGBTQ+ individuals in Israel have the most advanced rights in the Middle East 

area. Israel abolished any kind of ban on sodomy in 1988. Israel’s laws guarantee equal 

rights for Israelis. Such as, they have LGBTQ+ organizations, pride parades, soldiers 

who serve openly in the military. Couples get can married abroad, can adopt abroad. 

And there is no law against being gay, speaking gay, etc. Freedom of speech is almost 

as free as it is in the USA.
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However, there is always a “but”. The but is, no LGBTQ+ civil marriage in Israel is 

legal or the freedom of speech is absolute. And of course, 30-40% of the population is 

religious. In addition to that, there have been 3 incidents of fatal hate crimes in the past 

decade.

African Countries

LGBTQ+ rights are very limited in Africa, comparing to the other areas of the 

world. Homosexuality does exists in the African continent. Homosexual activity between 

adults has never been criminalized in some countries. And as mentioned in Sudan, 

southern Somalia and northern Nigeria homosexuality is punishable by death.

Nigeria

Nigeria is also one of the countries that is on the list for most homophobic na-

tions. When it comes to homosexual activity it is illegal for men but not certain for fe-

males. People from same sex can't get married and if they do, they are imprisoned up to 

fourteen years. Like in Iran, trans individuals in Nigeria also have the right to change 

their legal gender. Same sex adoption is illegal and there are no protections for LGBTQ+ 

individuals. Blood donations, however, are legal. Looking at these we can agree that 

Nigeria is also one of the hardest places for LGBTQ individuals to live.

Egypt

Egypt is one of the scariest countries to live if you are an LGBTQ+ individual. 

Many homosexual individuals are even afraid to come out to their family members. Re-

ports note that lesbian women and gay men marry with their opposite sex to stay out the 

society pressure.
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The Egyptian Organisation for Human Rights has refused to defend, protect 

LGBTQ rights because of their religious beliefs. Homosexual activity is illegal and the 

punishment is imprisonment. Same sex marriage is not legal but like many other coun-

tries trans individuals have the right to change their legal gender. Military service for ho-

mosexuals is illegal. To add even more to these there are no protections for LGBTQ+ 

individuals in the case of discrimination.

Timeline

1661 – Colony of Virginia criminalises homosexuality.

1791 – The Kingdom of France becomes the first country in Western Europe to 

decriminalise homosexuality.

1867 – The first time in the history that a self-proclaimed gay person spoke out in 

public for gay rights. (Karl Heinrich Ulrichs)

1869 – The usage of the term “homosexuality” was published for the first time. 

1889 — Legalization of homosexuality in Italy. 

1969 – Stonewall Riots in Greenwich Village, New York City, started on the night 

of the 27th/28th June. 

1974 — The first decision of an international court on sexual orientation issues. 

(European Court of Human Rights)

1978 – Harvey Milk became as the first openly gay man elected to Office. 

1985 – France becomes among the first countries in the world to pass anti-dis-

crimination legislation targeted towards anti-LGBTQ+ discrimination.

1988 — Sweden: The first country to adopt laws that protect homosexuals. 
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1989 — Denmark: The first country in the world that legally recognizes same sex 

partnerships.

1990 — The World Health Organization removes “homosexuality” from the list of 

mental illnesses.

1994 — The United Nations Human Rights Committee declared that laws con-

cerning criminalizing same-sex relations are in violation of international human rights 

law.

1999 — The Treaty of Amsterdam : The first international treaty to explicitly men-

tion and protect sexual orientation.

2003 — Brazil tabled a resolution at the UN Commission of Human Rights which 

declares human rights should be applied to all people regardless of people’s sexual ori-

entation.

2005 — (May, 17th) The first international day against homophobia and trans-

phobia celebrated in 40 countries.

2006 — The Yogyakarta Principles on application of international human rights 

law regarding sexual orientation and gender identity was adopted by the specialists of 

the International Service of Human Rights and the International Commission of Jurists.

2008 — United Nations General Assembly adopted the UN declaration on sexual 

orientation and the gender identity.

2009 — The European Institute for Gender Equality was created. 

2009 — Sweden accepted same-sex marriage by legalizing it.

2009 — (September) Ian Baynham was killed because he was holding hands with 

another man in United Kingdom. The perpetrators were jailed for manslaughter.

2011 — The UN’s HRC passes A/HRC/RES/17/19, the first UN resolution of any 

kind directly concerning discrimination and violence against the LGBTQ+ community.
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2012 — The first same-sex couple engaged in the White House.

2015 — (July) A man was assaulted for being gay on a bus in Italy. Leaving him 

with cerebral haemorrhage. Even after he re-emerged from the coma, he could not 

speak nor eat.

2016 — (June) A gay nightclub in Orlando in the United States was shot by a ter-

rorist and 49 people were murdered. It was called as the largest mass shooting in the 

US history.

2016 — (July) A gay Syrian refugee called Muhammed Wisam Sankari, was 

found dead in Turkey. Sankari was threatened multiple times before, was kidnapped and 

raped.

2016 — (August) A transgender person called Hande Kader was burnt at stake in 

Turkey which is the member state having the largest numbers of transgender murders 

happening in Europe according to Trans Europe.

2016 – (September) A gay man called Eugene Grosh was assaulted in the bath-

room of a local bar in Canada by a bar patron.
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Topic A: LGBTQ+ Rights

Introduction

First topic there is to certainly be discussed, is of course, LGBTQ+ rights. Every 

human being should be able to enjoy their human rights no matter what; but people get 

judged everyday because of the way they dress, they look, they feel and what they be-

lieve in. Mostly, LGBTQ+ people get discriminated of their relationships -either emotional 

or sexual- and who they are. LGBTQ+ community faces discrimination, inequality and 

violence everyday, even sometimes torture or execution because of their orientation or 

gender. 

In the following years there have been remarkable advances for the rights of 

LGBTQ+ community. However, there are still many countries in which consensual, same 

sex relations are criminalized; punishments include prison sentences, flogging and even 

the death penalty.

According to the International Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Trans and Intersex Associ-

ation, 78 countries prosecute people because of their sexual orientation. Contrarily, only 

53 countries have anti-discrimination laws. 

Marriage and Adoption 

Marriage equality is an issue that affects real people in the world. Even though, 

development and laws are being made, there is a great inequality in the world. Everyone 

should have the basic rights. 

The issue of same-sex marriage and equality basically starts with not having the 

right to marry a same-sex person. Many LGBTQ+ members cannot have the same mar-

riage rights with non-LGBTQ+ people including heterosexuals that they are able to mar-

ry legally. 
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Article 16, Universal Declaration of Human Rights; 

Men and women of full age, without any limitation due to race, nationality or religion, 

have the right to marry and to found a family. They are entitled to equal rights to as mar-

riage, during marriage and at its dissolution. 

The very first law that providing same-sex marriage was in the Netherlands in 

2001. 

Afterwards, in Belgium, Brazil, Canada, Finland, France, Mexico, Spain, the Unit-

ed Kingdom, the United States, same-sex marriage became legal. In Germany, Italy and 

Switzerland, civil unions recognized. In Australia, China, Iraq, Israel, Japan, Russia and 

Turkey  homosexual acts are legal.

However, same-sex marriage and even homosexual acts are illegal in some 

countries such as Afghanistan, Egypt, India, Iran, the ISIS controlled areas of Iraq, Ja-

maica, some parts of Nigeria, Saudi Arabia and Syria. And in some of these countries 

homosexual activities may be resulted in death penalty such as Afghanistan, Iran, the 

ISIS controlled areas of Iraq, Nigeria (north) and Saudi Arabia. 

LGBTQ+ adoption is the adoption of children by lesbian, gay, bisexual or trans-

gender people. 

Image of a perfect family for most of the people includes a mother figure and a father 

figure of opposite sexes and this mentality has to end. Today, more and more gay and 

lesbian couples are becoming parents but they face several legal issues when they de-

cide to become a family. 

LGBTQ+ adoption is legal in Belgium, Brazil, Canada, Finland, France, Israel, 

Netherlands, Spain, the United Kingdom and in the United States.
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Military Service 

LGBTQ+ people serving as military personnels has always been an issue. 

Throughout the history, in Greece and Rome, homosexual behaviour was encouraged.

Today, In some Western Countries such as Australia, Belgium, Brazil, Canada, 

Finland, France, Germany, Italy, Netherlands, Russia, Spain, Switzerland, the United 

Kingdom and also in and Israel LGBTQ+ individuals are allowed to serve as a personnel 

in the military. However, that does not mean a total acceptance for the individuals, indi-

viduals may still face discrimination and violence in the army.
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In 2011, United States repealed a policy called “Do not ask, do not tell” which was 

an improvement for the LGBTQ+ rights. It might seems like a great improvement but the 

military personnel was required to do not reveal their sexual orientation. If they reveal, 

they will get exported from the army. 

Many countries neither ban nor support gay and lesbian service members.

In China, Egypt, Iran, Iraq, Jamaica, Saudi Arabia, Syria and Turkey, it is not al-

lowed to serve LGBTQ+ individuals in military. 

Providing Health Care Services 

LGBTQ+ people face a common set of challenges in accessing health services 

and achieving the highest possible level of health. There is a long history of anti-LGBT 

bias in healthcare. Until 1973, homosexuality was listed as a disorder in the Diagnostic 

and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders. Many LGBTQ+ individuals were subjected to 

treatments such as electroshock therapy or castration in the past. 

HIV is a great concern in some LGBTQ+ groups. In addition, body image disor-

ders, eating disorders and obesity are more common among gay, lesbian and bisexual 

men and women than heterosexual men and women. In addition to eating disorders, al-

cohol and drug usage is more common among LGBTQ+ groups due to hate, negative 

acts, violence and homophobia.
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Topic B: Violence Against LGBTQ+ Individuals

Introduction

Hate crimes against LGBTQ+ individuals are motivated by morals, ethics and 

bias based on sexual orientation or gender identity. In some countries, there is high tol-

erance for LGBTQ+ individuals. There are laws, organizations and equality, apparently. 

But, under some circumstances, the other side of the medallion is way different from we 

are actually seeing currently. These rights, such as marriage and adoption, has won 

through great efforts. However, LGBTQ+ rights are not being seen as human rights 

completely. And unfortunately, LGBTQ+ individuals are not being treated like individuals. 

There are so many incidents and documents based on violence, hate crime be-

cause of the bias based on sexual orientation and gender identity, including torture, 

killing, execution, unequal treatment, censorship, medical abuses, discrimination, do-

mestic violence, abuses against children and denial of family rights and recognition.

Sex Trafficking of LGBTQ+ Individuals

Human trafficking is a crime typically hidden with communities and societies. In 

addition to that LGBTQ+ sex trafficking is commonly overlooked and rarely reported. 

Documents reported that there is a bias against the individuals and unfortunately, 

in some countries where being gay or trans is not allowed, where being an individual in 

the LGBTQ+ community is a taboo, individuals are being harassed and are being used 

easily as sex slaves. Individuals are not being treated as a human being in some cases. 

And this case is one of them.
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LGBTQ+ Youth, Suicide and Bullying

The process, “coming out” can be terrifying, not only for the teenager but also for 

their family and friends. This moment of honesty shows that the teenager or the individ-

ual accepted their own orientation and identity and decided to share with others. 

In the process of coming out, parents have the biggest responsibility. With a little 

awareness and openness youth and parents can grow through this experience. If not, 

parents may find the wrong solution on “honour killings” and “disinherit.” 

Studies show that homeless LGBTQ+ youth are more likely to be sex traffic vic-

tims. Bias and the parents strict ideas causes disinherit and honour killings. When youth 

run away from getting murdered in the name of honour killings and kicked out their own 

home because of the disinherit, they can find themselves in the street, broke and home-

less. Transsexuals in many countries cannot get accepted in the workplace and that is 

why they can get started to work as sex workers. The same situation is a hope to live for 

the youth. 

LGBTQ+ youth is also dealing with other problems such as harassment and bully-

ing, both physical and mental. Studies have shown that LGBTQ+ youth exposed to call-

ings like homo, fag and sissy. And reports show that youth are being harassed at school. 

Sometimes, because of the bullying, discrimination, name-callings, abuse, bias, honour 

killings, run aways, and disinherit, youth think and attempt suicide. No person should 

ever feel the need to take their life because of their sexual orientation or gender identity. 

Of course, most of the youth do not attempt suicide but those that do attempt 

usually do that because of violence. As mentioned before, parents have an enormous 

part in this process, family support may also be the solution. 

Another study shows that, LGBTQ+ youth who experienced sever family rejection 

were more than 8 times more likely to attempt suicide.
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Hate Crimes

In law, a hate crime is a crime directed at a person on the basis of characteristics 

such as race, religion, sexual orientation or gender identity. These actions may be 

caused by cultural, religious or biases. They may or may not be supported by the coun-

try’s legislation. A hate crime or an attack can occur from a single bias. 

Currently, LGBTQ+ people continue to experience stigmatization and lack of legal 

protection and discrimination and hate crime. Serious physical assaults carried out by 

groups, especially around pride parades, are also common features of hate crimes 

against LGBTQ+.

Conclusion

LGBTQ+ individuals face legal challenges, inequalities, attacks and bullying all 

around the world no matter what continent they are living on, what religion they are be-

lieving in. Amnesty International considers LGBTQ+ rights as human rights, but some 

states do not provide basic fundamental human rights to the individuals. All states, 

should provide efficient solutions immediately.
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Questions a Resolution Must Address

What are the existing problems about upholding LGBTQ+ rights?  

How protecting LGBTQ+ rights can be ensured in global perspective?  

What necessary reforms should be taken into account in regard to this issue?  

How can the LGBTQ+ community get better social safeguard in the regions where it is 

strictly prohibited?  

What can UNHRC do to ensure that basic human rights for LGBTQ+ individuals in coun-

tries where homosexuality is prohibited?  

How should the society respond to violence against LGBTQ people?  

What should it be done to reduce the statistics of suicide?  

What should it be done for the LGBTQ+ youth?  

What kind of health services do the LGBTQ+ individuals need?  

What should it be done to reduce statistics of hate crimes? 

Suggestions for Further Research

Only half of the things you will need during the conference, some help in order to 

aim your investigation and identify the major points of clash will be provided by this study 

guide with a list of sources where you can find basic information about the problem.

Therefore, I want to encourage you, to do further reading for the sake of gaining a 

deeper insight into the issue. The more information you will have, the better-quality dis-

cussion you can lead. Likewise, I would like to recommend you to put special emphasis 

on the position of the country you will represent as well as on the positions of the coun-

tries that can be your closest allies or major opponents. The better you know the position 

of these states, the better you can cooperate on defending the position of your own 

country.
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Eventually, I want to emphasise the necessity of mastering on your country’s poli-

cies. Keep in mind that delegates are supposed to defend their country’s policies regard-

less of their own perspectives and no matter how different they are than their own. Poli-

cies should be seen as a whole, not individually.

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/pages/home.aspx

https://www.amnesty.org/en

http://www.un.org/en

http://ilga.org

https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook

https://www.hrw.org

http://arc-international.net/global-advocacy/sogi-statements/2006-joint-statement

http://arc-international.net/global-advocacy/sogi-statements/2008-joint-statement

https://www.cdc.gov/lgbthealth/youth-resources.htm

http://www.equaldex.com

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/pages/home.aspx
https://www.amnesty.org/en
http://www.un.org/en
http://ilga.org
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook
https://www.hrw.org
http://arc-international.net/global-advocacy/sogi-statements/2006-joint-statement
http://arc-international.net/global-advocacy/sogi-statements/2008-joint-statement
https://www.cdc.gov/lgbthealth/youth-resources.htm
http://www.equaldex.com
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